Incredible Baseball!

I am a baseball fan. The baseball season started not even a
week ago, and I’'ve already seen, well, I won’t say that I've
seen enough good baseball for the season — #1 because I don’t
want to jinx the rest of the season, and #2 how could there
ever be enough good baseball for a fan? What I'm trying to
say 1s, this season so far (all six days of it) has been
incredibly satisfying — especially for a Cubs fan such as
myself. The Chicago Cubs, my team of choice, has been
involved in two rubber games — for those who aren’t familiar,
a rubber game is a game that will decide who wins a series.
Of the two series the Cubs have played so far this season,
both have come down to the rubber game. The Cubs won their
first rubber game against the Houston Astros, thus winning the
series, and tonight they are vying against the Milwaukee
Brewers for the rubber game of their second series of the
season.

The Cubs / Brewers series has been nothing short of
incredible. These teams are rivals almost as notorious as the
Cubs / White Sox, but then again, nothing can compare to
cross-town rivalry across divisions. This weekend, we’ll
settle for some up-the-lake rivalry. I have to admit that on
Friday night, I was disappointed. I stayed out in the living
room, sacrificing myself for our game night taking place in
the dining room, to watch the end of the Cubs/Brewers baseball
game. The game was 2 — nothing Brewers until the 4th inning
when the Cubs were able to score, making it 2-1. The Cubs
were able to score again in the 6th, when Koyie Hill hit a 2-
run homer to allow the Cubs a lead. But they just couldn’t
hang on to it, and the Brewers scored and won in the bottom of
the 9th. But it was their home opener, so we should give the
guys something for their efforts, right? So they got a win,
and Saturday night, we were back in business... we listened to
the game on the radio on the way home from the Toledo Zoo.
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The game was a leapfrog match; 3-2 Milwaukee by the time we
tuned in. But somewhere along the Ohio turnpike, the Cubbies
tied it up. Then we got home and turned on the tv before we
even unloaded our dollar store purchases and turned on the
living room light. We did get the sleeping kids out of the
car, fyi. I might be a fan of baseball, but I'm not
criminally insane enough to abandon the wee-ones to slumber in
the car — hehe. We turned on the tv in the living room just
in time to watch a little bit of leapfrogging, baseball-
style. Alfonso Soriano hit a 2-run homer to bring the Cubs
into the lead and would eventually be the fate of the game,
leading us to a rubber match on Easter Sunday.

As I posted earlier, we had a wonderful early Easter Sunday,
and after church and brunch, we decided to have a lazy day.

Well, kind of, I had to tackle Mount Washmore, which I did,
but then I was able to enjoy the baseball game once it came on
at (very late for a Sunday) 8pm. And this game is the entire
reason why I'm writing this post — what an incredible game!

First off, Alfonso Soriano began the game with a homer on the
first pitch — AGAIN! That guy also hit a homer on the very
first pitch of the season this year — not to mention the fact
that his homer is what put the Cubs in the lead during last
night’s game — that guy is on FIRE!!! So anyway, the Cubs
got themselves 4 runs ahead of the Brewers tonight, and then
the Brewers got a grand slam to tie up the game — but wait -
Reed Johnson grew springs in his shoes, and he jumps up and
grabs that ball from homerun-dom, saving the Cubs and their
lead! Across the remaining innings, they increase their lead
and win the rubber game for the second time this season of the
two series they’'ve played — WHEW! 1It’s baseball time again!!!

And I should mention, the Cubs winning this second series of
the season is probably due to my hat. I’'m very superstitious
about my Cubs baseball hat. I was so busy with my 4 kids that
I forgot to wear my hat until Saturday (when the Cubs needed
some help, I might add), so I wore it all day on Saturday, and



they ended up beating the Brewers, which means that my hat has
the power this year to do great things. Even though we had a
lazy Sunday and didn’t go anywhere today, I wore the hat

Enough said.

A Short Post before a Long
Post

Today was an eventful day, and deserves a long involved post.
It will take a bit of time to set the correct tone.

So on to more trivial things.

Baseball season: ALl I can say is I hope things turn around
for the Tigers. 1 game out of 47 Ouch! The Cubs are doing
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better, so that is something. But there are a few things more
important than the scores of games and who is in first place.
jamiahsh puts the whole thing in perspective. I don’'t think
there is much I can add.

Friends: It is good to have them. They help in many ways.
Sometimes they don’t realize how much they do help. But I
guess sometimes I don’t realize how much I help them. It goes
both ways doesn’t it?

News: Pirates should only be discussed in Baseball terms,
movies and plays. Hearing about pirates attacking merchant
ships and having world governments bargaining with them is not
right. That type of ‘handling’ of the situation only gives
them reason to keep doing what they are doing. So I guess
crime pays. Something isn’t right here, but then life is not
fair is it?

Movies: Soon the summer block buster season starts. I'm
looking forward to seeing a few good ones.

One More Angel In Heaven

I know what you are thinking.. this is yet another post on the
upcoming summer musical.. but you would be wrong. Opening week
of the new baseball season took a tragic turn early this
morning when a 22 year-old rookie pitcher for the California
Angels of Anaheim was killed as the result of a hit and run
accident after he had pitched a stellar game. Nick Adenhart
was a young man like a lot of other kids who dream of someday
playing major league baseball was achieved for one moment. He
called his father Tuesday night and told him that he better
come to the game Wednesday because “something magical is going
to happen.” Unfortunately, that magic ended just a few hours
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after the rookie celebrated his six innings of pitching
shutout ball against the Oakland A’'s.

It really puts a damper on the new season and puts life in
perspective. I turned the tv on to see if the Yankees had
started the year at 0-3 and saw the headline “Angels postpone
game with Oakland” and shortly discovered the reason why.
Suddenly, the Yanks victory over the Orioles seemed totally
trivial. Hopefully, not only do the Angels cancel their game
but all baseball takes a moment to honor the young man whose
life was cut so senselessly, dramatically short.

There’s Always Tomorrow

I see by the ol’ tangents homepage, that there are two blogs
which have yet to see any posts. I am certain that these two
very talented and resourceful individuals can come up with
brilliant things to pique our curiosity. One of them has
vowed to make her first posting AFTER April 1st. It is now
nearing April 7th.

As for my day, I spent a few hours typing the script for a new
version of Seven Brides for Seven Brothers. The only things I
know about the original movie musical is that it featured the
original Catwoman (Julie Newmar) as one of the brides and
there is a lot of dancing involved. Obviously, it deals with
a group of seven brothers in search of seven brides. This
version transports the action to twenty-first century Alaska
and the age of laptop computers among other phenomena of the
day. There is music and very little dancing (none that I
could not handle, anyway) involved.

Then, I WAS looking forward to opening day. The outcome was
not pleasurable at least for the Bronx Bombers and their
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multi-million dollar lead off pitcher, C.C. Sabathia. Four
and two-thirds innings. Six runs, eight hits, five walks, two
wild pitches in one inning, and no strikeouts. The Yanks'
second big money hopeful, Mark Teixeira did not fare well
either going 0-4 at the plate. Teixeira was also eyeballed
during the off-season by the Baltimore Orioles and the Orioles
faithful showed their disaproval as they booed the Maryland
native unmercifully at each at bat. The pressure for any new
Yankee must be immense. It was a good thing that opening day
was not at the new stadium because I am sure that the reaction
would not have been pretty by fans in the Bronx. Ah, well one
game down. Can only go up from here. At least the Cubbies
were victorious. Sorry j, I see the Tigers were unsuccessful
on opening day as well.

Another Spring Thing

I haven’t written much about baseball this year, but the 2009
season starts very soon. Teams are wrapping up spring
training, and the final rosters for the start of the year are
being set.

At this time of year, every team has a chance to make it to
the world series, everyone starts out in the same place. I am
rooting for the Tigers for the 46 year. I will say 46, since I
don’t remember really thinking much about pro ball until the
year of my 4th birthday. I went to a game before that, but it
could have been any game, any time. I was told it was 1in
Detroit and against Cleveland. I don’t even remember who won.
I do remember being upset that Detroit traded away Rocky
Colavito, I think I was 5 then. I knew Colavito hit home runs,
I liked home runs. Funny thing to remember. But I have been a
Tiger fan for all the life I can remember. I'm hoping they do
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well this year. Last year was a bit of a disappointment, but
after sticking through some of the years they’ve had, it
wasn’'t really too bad.

I'm also going to root for the Cubs, unless they happen to
play Detroit in inter-league ball, or maybe the Series. I
never really had a National League team I liked. I have good
friends who like the Cubs, so I will be a transplanted Cubs
fan. I hope they do well this year too.

I have another friend who roots for the Yankees. Well, I can’t
say much there. I was taught “If you can’t say something nice,
don’t say anything.” Well, I guess I hope the Yankees do well
when ever they play a Central Division Team that isn’t
Detroit. That is really hard for me to say, since I was always
had two favorite teams (The Tigers, and whoever is playing the
Yankees). []

Another friend of mine roots for the Cleveland Indians. I
would like them to do well (they are in my home state after
all), just not as good as the Tigers. Something has to be said
for state pride. Ohio should produce at least 1 .500 team.
There are two pro teams in the State, at least one of them
should do well. I don’t know any Cincinnati fans off the top
of my head.

So check your local listing, schedules and root for the team
of your choice. It is a long season, I hope there is some
excitement in October.

It’s THAT Time Of Year!

Shortly after this blog post is published, the countdown timer
on my site will change — but that’s a great thing. It used to
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count down until the Chicago Cubs® first game of 2009 Spring
Training, but since that game is TODAY (!) that countdown
timer will soon be edited to count down until the first real
SEASON Cubs game of 2009 — YIPPEE! So here’s to hoping the
Cubs win today (and every day!), even though it’s just spring
training!

Now I have to go see if I can find the first game of spring
training on a tv channel in the rural expanse of Northwest
Ohio! GO CUBBIES!!!

Super(fun)Bowl

I am much more of a baseball fan than a football fan (see my
countdown timer to the first game of Cubs spring training to
the right). But I will admit that I love watching football;
mainly because my husband loves it, and I love to see him
enjoy things that make him happy. Oh, that and the fact that
whenever he watches football, it's become sort of a tradition
with us that he gives me excellent backrubs! So while I
couldn’t care less who won yesterday’s Superbowl, ( although I
chose the Cardinals to root for because it'’s always fun to
pick a team and scream and shout and get into the game) I did
have a great time watching it.

We had decided to have a get-together; a fun evening filled
with friends and food (too much food! We had to have pizza
for dinner again Monday and will have it twice more this week

just to get rid of all the extras!). Because I have 4 kids, I
didn’t get to see all of my favorite part of the Superbowl -
the commercials. But that’s ok, I'm sure I can catch them
online somewhere if I'm so inclined. The ones I did see were
pretty good — I especially liked the Potato Head one (think it
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was for tires). It just cracks me up when Mrs. Potato Head
changes into her ‘angry’ eyes, hehehe! I also really liked
the careerbuilder.com commercial with the moose head on the
wall — I won’t spoil the rest of it because I recommend you go
out and find it yourself if you haven’t seen it. I missed the
newest E-Trade.com commercials with the talking baby, so those
I will have to find because I always enjoy those. 0h, and
I'lLl have to see the latest chapter in the saga of the
Budweiser Clydesdales..

As for halftime, I'm not a fan of “The Boss”, so I wasn’t
paying attention to Bruce Springsteen’s performance. I am
glad to note, however, that he didn’t incur a wardrobe
malfunction ala Justin Timberlake and Janet Jackson circa
Superbowl XXXVII in 2004. Also during halftime, there was a
special 3D event. We had picked up enough pairs of 3D glasses
for the party at a store ahead of time (we actually got enough
to last us until Superbowl L!), but in my opinion, they should
have given a few minutes warning for people to get their
glasses ready. We had ours ready because they did mention it
in the 2nd quarter, but I didn’t get a chance to get my
regular eyeglasses to wear underneath, which guaranteed an
absence of 3D for me. But other people seemed pretty
impressed.. I have seen the preview for Monsters Vs. Aliens in
the movie theater and it looks really funny — I'm looking
forward to that movie coming out.

Well, anyway, much fun was had by all. We had originally
intended to make this a game night / Superbowl party, but by
the time the big game ended, there wasn’t any time for board
games. Next time! And oh yeah, I should report that the
Pittsburgh Steelers won the Superbowl, in case you’re using my
site for a news report []



Superbowl Poll

The big game is only weeks away. Will you be doing anything
to celebrate the occasion? Do you know which big game I'm
referring to? If not, then disregard the following poll..

[poll 1d="6"]

73 Is The New 23

Last summer, I posted on the story of a young little leaguer
who was snubbed because he was TOO GOOD. Well, maybe he can
take a lesson from Ken Mink who at 73 years young 1is the
oldest living college basketball player. Mr. Mink is a 6’
shooting gqguard for Roane State Community College. At first
when he initially tried out for the team the other players,
coaches, everyone involved though it was some kind of hoax and
the man just escaped an insane asylum. However, there is more
to the tale.

In his earlier days after a successful Freshman season
(1955-56), Mink was excused from Lees Junior College in
Jackson, KY. He was called to the President’s Office and was
expelled from the institution for soaping the basketball
coach’'s office and putting shaving cream in his shoes..
although Mr. Mink denies it more than 50 years later. No due
process in those days so the youngster had no recourse but to
go home, but was never far from the courts (basketball).

Along with Ken is his wife of 11 years, Emilia (68), who can
be seen at every game wearing a retro- cheerleading outfit of
poodle skirt, sweater, saddle shoes, and pom-poms.
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You can watch Ken Mink in action here.. number 54. Although he
is eligible for three more seasons, the athlete feels that one
will be enough. Way to go!!!


https://youtube.com/embed/0qSP9S51jcM

