YAY

I was called by the manager at Goodwill this morning. Starting
Friday, I will be working two to three days a week at

but I really do not care at the moment. I am just so happy
about getting some money to go into my bank account (to come
back out, of course, for the wedding) and maybe this way, I
will be able to keep a $1,000 in my account by the time I am
done paying for things. If not, I will certainly be close to
it. I cannot believe that this is happening. I still haven’t
recieved a call from Movie Gallery, but with me having some
money coming in with Goodwill, I am not as upset about it.
Plus, with Sonic opening in June or sometime around there, I
can always apply there if I need to or feel that I want to.

Come See Me Read Minds

This saturday night I will be “reading minds” at the little
theatre.

https://www.mywcct.com

Come see it — AND BRING PEOPLE. Many audience participation.
It will be LAME if not enough people are there!
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Calling Dr. Bombay Emergency
Please Come Right Away

I don’t like to complain about ANYONE, but sometimes the need
presents itself. At my fpoe (former place of employment) one
of my fellow associates seemed to get more than his fair share
of personal phone calls during the day. One day while at the
service desk, I counted at least 10 unnecessary pages to call
him to the phone. Ironically, one of which was his wife
calling him to compare the price of an item to another stores
price of a similar product. Needless to say, this genius did
not last as long as I. No, I did not get him in trouble.

I understand the need for a periodic phone call while on the
job for important things, but as many as 10 IN ONE EIGHT HOUR
SHIFT?! But it seems to be happening again. Its as if I can
answer the phone and know precisely who it is for even when
that person is not working that day. Of course, I have been
known to make a phone call while at the store. One incident
included calling a friend while being alone and not having had
a customer for 30 minutes right before closing.

Lisa — Look at what I can do!

Tuesday night 1is date night - where Lisa and I go out
together. This week’s night started a bit early with a trip
to the medical center where I found out that my nasty Oscar-
Night fall left me with no broken bone.. But with a bleeding
kidney. I will get an ultrasound on Thursday and hopefully
all will be fine.

But something else happened tonight at our local dollar
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store. There was a song playing, I now cannot remember what
it was (maybe Lisa will in a comment).. The “groove” got to me
and as I rounded the corner of an isle I said to Lisa “Hey
Lisa, look at this!” and I proceeded to do a silly dance.
When I turned around, there was Lisa — staring at me. But it
was not my Lisa. It was another Lisa. Yes, stranger than
fiction there was an unknown lady behind me with a name tag
around her neck that read “Lisa”. She looked in stunned
silence as apparently some strange man just told her to watch
him do a little dance.

I quickly made a b-line for my Lisa and she began to wonder
why I was in such a hurry to leave the store. Boy, was that
embarassing.

Somewhere on the web there is probably a blog post, by Lisa,
about a strange event where some freaky lookin dude told her
to “look at this” and then did a little dance for her. So,
(other) Lisa, if you are reading this — now you know. You got
an insider’s look at the kind of stupid nonsense my Lisa has
to put up with daily! Ohhh. Poor Lisa.

Where the heck is John!?

That all I have to say.. That's it! WHERE THE HECK IS JOHN!?!?
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Birthday Miracle

A few months ago, I learned I had a second cousin in Florida
who was killed in a horrific car crash. She was on her way to
a fun outing with her daughter when out of nowhere, a drunk
driver (mid-afternoon on a weekday — not that there’s ever any
appropriate time to drink and drive, but still) who was going
the wrong way on the expressway hit her car head-on, killing
her and gravely injuring her young daughter. The little girl
persevered, came out of her coma and re-learned to walk and
talk. She was recently in the news again because she just
turned 5 years old and sadly, she still thinks her mother is
coming back. Her courage and strength is inspiring, so I'd
like to share this clip of her on the Florida news. Please
keep Summer in your thoughts and prayers. Click here to see
the news story about Summer’s 5th birthday. And please,
please, if you’'re going to drink, always have another mode of
transportation set up ahead of time!

Hollywood's Cute Little
Version of the Willies

As everyone knows the world famous WCCT does an big,
important, annual awards show called The Willies. Well, it
seems Hollywood / Television has it’s own cute little version
of the Willies called the Golden Globes.

Although the awards may not have as much meaning as the
Willies do, some people in Hollywood make a big deal out of it
anyhow. So, I have decided to make some picks. I made them
the old fashion way — I guessed as fast as I can so I could
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actually get the post done. Make you picks in the comments
below!

Best Motion Picture — Drama

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Frost/Nixon

The Reader

Revolutionary Road

Slumdog Millionaire

Best Performance by an Actress 1in a
Motion Picture - Drama

Anne Hathaway — Rachel Getting Married
Angelina Jolie — Changeling

Meryl Streep — Doubt

Kristin Scott Thomas — I've Loved You So Long

Kate Winslet — Revolutionary Road

Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion
Picture — Drama

Leonardo DiCaprio — Revolutionary Road

Frank Langella — Frost/Nixon

Sean Penn — Milk

Brad Pitt — The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button

Mickey Rourke — The Wrestler



Best Motion Picture — Musical Or Comedy

Burn After Reading
Happy-Go-Lucky

In Bruges

Mamma Mia!

Vicky Cristina Barcelona

Best Performance by an Actress in a
Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy

Rebecca Hall — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Sally Hawkins — Happy-Go-Lucky

Frances McDormand — Burn After Reading
Meryl Streep — Mamma Mia!

Emma Thompson — Last Chance Harvey

Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion
Picture — Musical Or Comedy

Javier Bardem — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Colin Farrell — In Bruges

James Franco — Pineapple Express

Brendan Gleeson — In Bruges

Dustin Hoffman — Last Chance Harvey

Best Performance by an Actress In A



Supporting Role in a Motion Picture

Amy Adams — Doubt

Penélope Cruz — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Viola Davis — Doubt

Marisa Tomei — The Wrestler

Kate Winslet — The Reader

Best Performance by an Actor 1In
Supporting Role in a Motion Picture

Tom Cruise — Tropic Thunder

Robert Downey Jr. — Tropic Thunder
Ralph Fiennes — The Duchess

Philip Seymour Hoffman — Doubt

Heath Ledger — The Dark Knight

Best Animated Feature Film

Bolt
Kung Fu Panda

Wall-E

Best Foreign Language Film

The Baader Meinhof Complex (Germany)
Everlasting Moments (Sweden, Denmark)
Gomorrah (Italy)

I’'ve Loved You So Long (France)



Waltz With Bashir (Israel)

Best Director — Motion Picture

Danny Boyle — Slumdog Millionaire

Stephen Daldry — The Reader

David Fincher — The Curious Case O0f Benjamin Button
Ron Howard — Frost/Nixon

Sam Mendes — Revolutionary Road

Best Screenplay — Motion Picture

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Written by Eric Roth

Doubt
Written by John Patrick Shanley

Frost/Nixon
Written by Peter Morgan

The Reader
Written by David Hare

Slumdog Millionaire
Written by Simon Beaufoy

Best Original Score — Motion Picture

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Composed by Alexandre Desplat

Changeling
Composed by Clint Eastwood

Defiance
Composed by James Newton Howard



Slumdog Millionaire
Composed by A. R. Rahman

Frost/Nixon
Composed by Hans Zimmer
Best Original Song — Motion Picture

“Down To Earth” — Wall-E
Music By: Peter Gabriel and Thomas Newman
Lyrics By: Peter Gabriel

“Gran Torino” — Gran Torino

Music By: Clint Eastwood, Jamie Cullum, Kyle Eastwood and
Michael Stevens

Lyrics By: Jamie Cullum

“I Thought I Lost You” — Bolt
Music & Lyrics By: Miley Cyrus and Jeffrey Steele

“Once In A Lifetime” — Cadillac Records
Music & Lyrics By: Beyoncé Knowles, Amanda Ghost, Scott
McFarmon, Ian Dench, James Dring and Jody Street

“The Wrestler” — The Wrestler
Music & Lyrics By: Bruce Springsteen

Best Television Series — Drama

Dexter (SHOWTIME)
House (FOX)

In Treatment (HBO)
Mad Men (AMC)

True Blood (HBO)



Best Performance by an Actress In A
Television Series - Drama

Sally Field — Brothers & Sisters (ABC)
Mariska Hargitay — Law & Order
January Jones — Mad Men (AMC)

Anna Paquin — True Blood (HBO)

Kyra Sedgwick — The Closer (TNT)

Best Performance by an Actor In A
Television Series — Drama

Gabriel Byrne — In Treatment (HBO)
Michael C. Hall — Dexter (SHOWTIME)
Jon Hamm — Mad Men (AMC)
Hugh Laurie — House (FO0X)

Jonathan Rhys Meyers — The Tudors (SHOWTIME)

Best Television Series - Musical Or
Comedy

30 Rock (NBC)

Californication (SHOWTIME)
Entourage (HBO)

The Office (NBC) — WIN BABY!!!

Weeds (SHOWTIME)



Best Performance by an Actress In A
Television Series — Musical Or Comedy

Christina Applegate — Samantha Who? (ABC)
America Ferrera — Ugly Betty (ABC)

Tina Fey — 30 Rock (NBC)

Debra Messing — The Starter Wife (USA)

Mary-Louise Parker — Weeds (SHOWTIME)

Best Performance by an Actor In A
Television Series — Musical Or Comedy

Alec Baldwin — 30 Rock (NBC)

Steve Carell — The Office (NBC) []

Kevin Connolly — Entourage (HBO)

David Duchovny — Californication (SHOWTIME)

Tony Shalhoub — Monk (USA)

Best Mini-Series Or Motion Picture Made
for Television

A Raisin In The Sun (ABC)
Bernard And Doris (HBO)
Cranford (PBS)

John Adams (HBO)

Recount (HBO)



Best Performance by an Actress In A Mini-
series or Motion Picture Made for
Television

Judi Dench — Cranford (PBS)
Catherine Keener — An American Crime
Laura Linney — John Adams (HBO)
Shirley MacLaine — Coco Chanel

Susan Sarandon — Bernard And Doris (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actor in a Mini-
Series or Motion Picture Made for
Television

Ralph Fiennes — Bernard And Doris (HBO)
Paul Giamatti — John Adams (HBO)

Kevin Spacey — Recount (HBO)

Kiefer Sutherland — 24 (FOX)

Tom Wilkinson — Recount (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actress 1in a
Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series
or Motion Picture Made for Television

Eileen Atkins — Cranford (PBS)
Laura Dern — Recount (HBO)
Melissa George — In Treatment (HBO)

Rachel Griffiths — Brothers & Sisters (ABC)



Dianne Wiest — In Treatment (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actor 1in a
Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series
or Motion Picture Made for Television

Neil Patrick Harris — How I Met Your Mother (CBS)
Denis Leary — Recount (HBO)

Jeremy Piven — Entourage (HBO)

Blair Underwood — In Treatment (HBO)

Tom Wilkinson — John Adams (HBO)

The NFL Playoffs are Here -
Whooopie!

Anyone who knows me knows that I am a huge fan of NFL
football. And my team — the Chicago Bears.

My Bears did not make the playoffs. No, they blew it by
losing to the Houstan Texans on week 17 — the last weekend of
the NFL season. Instead, the Vikings won the NFC North and
the Eagles magically stole the final wildcard spot by
embarassing the Dallas Cowboys 44-6.

However, even with the Bears out of the playoffs I am still
excited about the postseason. Unlike other popular sports
which hold tournement-style elimination series, in the NFL it
is lose-and-you’'re-out. To win the Superbowl you have to have
a PERFECT postseason record. So the question now is, who will
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do it?
In the AFC you have the:

Colts — They started off slow but have been on fire since late
October.

Chargers — They’'re in the playoffs without a winning record
(8-8)!

Ravens — Inconsistent and lack luster.

Dolphins — Had only ONE win last year — this year in the
playoffs!

Titans — Their best season ever. They want to win this for
Tennessee.

Steelers — Looking strong and Ben is ok.

In the NFC you have the:

Vikings — It is just hard to take this team too seriously.
Giants — Last year they won the big game. They are favored to
repeat the feat.

Eagles — Needed help to get in — and they got it big time.
Panthers — They have been winning all year. Solid all-around
team.

Cardinals — The Arizona Cardinals? In the playoffs? The
CARDINALS?

Falcons — This team was expected to be bad. They are in fact
quite good!

This weeks games are:

the Dolphins VS. the Ravens — I PICK THE DOLPHINS BY 2 POINTS
the Colts VS. the Chargers — I SAY IT’S THE COLTS BY 10

the Eagles VS. the Vikings — I LIKE THE EAGLES BY 3

the Cardinals VS. the Falcons — FALCONS BY 12

So, what are your picks?



It WAS A Very Merry
Christmas, Thank You!

Our Christmas was wonderful, thanks for asking! Our 8 9 year
old and our 2 year old were awake first on Christmas morning,
and they crept downstairs to see if Santa came. He did, and
surprisingly, they waited very patiently until Mom and Dad
were ready to roll out of bed to open their presents.

Christmas Eve was a late night, and because we weren’t really
being pestered, we stayed in bed until about 9:45 Christmas
morning. After that, it took A LOT of prodding to wake our
middle daughter who is 4. Believe it or not, even telling her
to check if Santa came didn’t do the trick.. she was
apparently tired! Like I said, late night last night.

Finally she was awake and excited, so then the kids opened
their gifts, and they were really happy with what Santa had
picked out. So happy, in fact, that they were really good
during the day, and we had few fights amongst the natives — a
rarity in our house. Their favorite toys seem to be these
large inflatable balls with handles that they sit on and
bounce. I guess Santa didn’t realize how annoying it would be
to have 3 little girls bouncing all around the house []

So what did I get? My husband got me a game based upon our
favorite tv show, The Office. A good friend had gotten us
another board game (with a dvd as a big part of the game)
based upon the show, and so now we have both games — the
complete set. I love it. I was looking forward to playing it
all day, and it’s easy to see that the game is REALLY cool.

It’s different than your average trivia game; lots of added
elements, making it a stand-out favorite board game. But then
again, we feel the show is a stand-out favorite. My husband
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also got me a Snuggie — ever heard of them? Snuggies are big
blankets with sleeves, essentially. That way you can do many
a chore (or even fun things, like changing channels on the
remote or blogging) while still being covered by a blanket.
We're waiting for mine to arrive, and once they do, they will
be an especially appreciated gift since our electric bill
doubled between last month and this month — must be all those
space heaters we were using to supplement our giant furnace
because we thought our gas bill was too high. Just wait til
we get that bill in the mail this month.. ugh. At least it
didn’'t come on Christmas Eve like I was sure it would.

So what did I get for my wonderful hubby? 1It’s lame I know,
but months ago while I was still pregnant with our son, I
found a picture frame that says “I get my good looks from my
Daddy”. I liked it immediately and bought it, and it’'s ironic
that at that time, I thought we were going to have a baby girl
instead of a boy which would make more sense when it comes to
the photo frame. But then we found out we were indeed having
a boy, and so I was able to give my husband the picture frame
with a picture of our son inside. A good gift, but I had
wanted to get him something else.

I almost asked a friend to get something for him from me. My
husband usually wants-for-nothing, but this year, he did spy a
few gadgets for his wish list. Since he’s usually with me
when we'’re shopping at the stores that carry the items, I was
going to ask a favor of someone to pick them up. But alas, my
plan was foiled when I told my husband (and the captain of our
family finances) I need some money for Christmas shopping. He
basically vetoed the idea of me getting him anything, and I
was under the impression it was mutual, that we were going to
focus on the kids this year and not get each other anything.
But he sneakily got me some really good gifts, and I'm not
going to let this happen again — I'll be squirreling away some
money here and there until I have enough to buy him a birthday
present in June — HA!



Hope you and yours had a very Merry Christmas!

A parade

I'm not really big on winter parades unless I'm parked in
front of a TV with a mug of something warm. I imagine going
somewhere warm to see them would be OK too. Today I did get to
see my hometown’s holiday parade of lights. Wagons, tractors,
sleighs, horses, mules, donkeys, ponies, miniature horses
(which are different from ponies — so I’ve been told) and
reindeer. And lights, every thing being pulled and in some
cases the things doing the pulling had lights.

Armed with a large Mocha, with extra Espresso, I braved the
cool evening to watch for my youngest. She was on one of the
wagons with most of her show choir. They sang Christmas carols
for the parade. Unfortunately, they didn’t stop long enough
for a complete song. That was disappointing, but somewhat
expected.

After the parade, I did get to go and see the reindeer.
Wonderful creatures, reindeer. Their wide hoofs and thick fur
make them ideally suited for harsh winter weather. Interesting
thing about reindeer, the females also have antlers. The two
reindeer in the parade were females, as the males tend to be
more aggressive. Not good when small children want to pet
them. Very soft fur, and extremely nice animals. Except of
wanting to move their heads to all sides (to see who was
around them) they made no moves to hurt anyone. Getting
whapped by their antlers could be painful, but they seemed to
try to avoid that. The handlers made sure to keep a decent
grip on the heads too. I really like these beasties.
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