Mee-0uch Indeed

Recently, I encouraged a fellow blogger to post a review of a
film which I had heard was absolutely rotten. Since, I had not
seen such, I decided to see for myself just how terrible it
was.

Some genius decided to give one of the most popular characters
in the Batman franchise her own shot at a solo picture on the
big screen. Unfortunately, the character bore almost no
resemblance to the character at all. Instead of going too far
indepth, I will tell you what it is not.

Catwoman in the movie is not Selina Kyle who was introduced
decades ago as the sometimes feline nemesis and sometimes love
interest of Batman. Instead, she is given the convoluted name
Patience Phillips. I had NO patience with this mess and as
most people will tell you, I usually do have some degree of
patience. She 1s also endowed (after dying and being
resurrected by a cat) with superpowers. The only power I am
aware of that the feline fatale possesses is her cat-like
reflexes and her nine-lives that she seemed to have used up in
the movie Batman Returns. The movie Catwoman does however make
a silly attempt to allude to other women who put on the cat-
suit including Selina Kyle. Too little too late I'm afraid.
That is as far as I feel I need to waste space remarking on
this tragedy of a movie. I cannot believe that Bob Kane,
creator of the original character, would have his name
anywhere near it. He should have sued.

Halle Berry accepted her 2005 Razzie Award in person with her
Oscar in hand and made the following statement:

“First of all, I want to thank Warner Brothers. Thank you for
putting me in a piece of , god awful movie.. it was just
what my career needed.”
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I am so glad that I did not have to spend a dime to see this
thing. I only wish that I could have my 90 minutes + returned
to me.

More on the movies

I was just wondering why movies based on comic books always
start with the character introduction. Why do we go back to
Superman getting sent to Earth? Why see Batman’s parents shot
over and over again? Why see Peter Parker get bit by that
spider? Why go into all of this?

I realize that not everyone has read the comic books that
these characters are based on, and they do need to know a
little about the character, but can’t there be a better way?

What got me thinking on this was one of my favorite movies has
a larger than life hero. In the first movie, we weren’t given
a big background on his character. He was just there, larger
than life and doing many things just in the first 5-10 minutes
of the movie.. It took Peter Parker 1/2 the movie before he
even became Spiderman. The first Batman movie with Michael
Keaton was actually good in this, but Batman Begins went to
the Introduction again..

Why can’t we have a Super Hero movie, where the first time we
see the character he is already the Hero. (Again, Batman with
Michael Keaton did this, and so did “V for Vendetta”.) If we
really need the back story, it can be filled in with short
flash backs or dialog on screen. I think it would be more fun
for the general audience just to see the characters unfold. To
learn their strengths and weaknesses as the movie unfolds.

Until putting these thoughts down, I never really understood
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why this is now the standard practice for all “Superhero”
movies. I now have a theory. Superhero movies are done in this
fashion for the main purpose of selling the sequel. We get an
“introduction”, and the design is to leave the movie wanting
more. The last 20 minutes or so are filled with the big fight
scenes and mass destruction. The audience is left with many
unanswered questions (not in that introduction). They are left
wanting (maybe subconsciously) more. Then the next movie 1is
released. Just my thoughts.

Oh, that hero that just started doing his thing at the
beginning of the movie. The one we didn’t really know much
background on until the third movie was released? The one
where another movie is soon to be released? That would be
Indiana Jones..

Comic Books, Movies and
things I think about them

I’'ve been watching the Animated Superman DVD’'s I picked up. I
also went to seelron Man last night. So I thought I would try
and explain what I like and don’'t like in movies/shows based
on comic books.

For some insight, I’'ve only purchased comic books on rare
occasions, most of the time I would borrow them from somebody
else. My college roommate was/and still is a collector of
comic books. I still go to a sight or two to try to keep up
with what is going on. I generally liked most comic books I’'ve
read, but have really come to appreciate what they can do in
the movies. Finally the movies can make the heroes of the
comics do all the things they were able to in those comic
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pages.

My first objective to any movie, comic book based or
otherwise, is very simple: When I leave the movie, did I enjoy
myself? Nothing other than that. After that I will start look
for other things in the movie. If based on a book or story I
know, did it follow the thing it was based on. If not, why
not? Was the acting good? Did I see the actor, or the
character? That’'s it, not much deeper than that. This does
explain why I’ve liked movies that other people just can’t
stand.

For comic book movies, I add one more item. Based on the
technology of the day, did the comic action seem real? Why say
based on tech, well the latest Superman film released had much
better tech than the Superman movies with Christopher Reeve.
But for its time, the older Superman movies did as well as
they could, they were some of the best SFX during that time
frame. I expect more from new movies than I do from older
movies.

Now onto the movies..

Most of the Superman animated I’ve watched have been decent
shows. The story lines on some of them would have made better
movies than anything released to date. These seem to follow
what I remember from the comic books better than any movie has
done. In short, I am entertained by them. Well worth the money
spent. I will tend to watch some of the shows more often than
others, but as a set they are at least a 3 out of 5 stars.

Ironman.. I left the movie and could honestly say I had enjoyed
it. There were parts that made me do some thinking (planned by
the filmmakers of course), but that is what I expected going
into the show. As with most of the comic book movies, there is
a need to introduce the character to people who never read the
comic. There is the big 3 of course (Superman, Batman and
Spiderman) that could have gotten by without the



“introduction” movie, but i1t seems that most others have to
have that. Ironman was an introduction movie. We are given a
background of the character, and how he became “Ironman”, then
the major “comic book” action sequence takes place. Without
giving too much away, I found that the actors became the
characters. Even though I knew most of them from other movies,
they became the parts they played. Good writing and acting all
around, I give this movie one of my better reviews scores...
I'll buy it when released.

My review scores for movies are (from best to worst) Both See
it again categories will mean that I get the DVD later.

See it again (At the high priced place)

See it again (Cheap seats)

Buy the DVD when released

Rent the DVD when released

I'l1 watch if someone else has it

I don’t ever want to see it again

Can I have my money back?

Leave the theater, and never tell anyone I saw it (you won’'t
ever see this review mark, but if you ask about a movie, and I
say I haven’t seen it. Well I guess I could have, but it was a
real stinker in my estimation.)

Recent Movie Ratings..

Spiderman I II and III all were See it again (cheap seats)
Superman Returns that was really a rent when the DVD comes
out, but I bought it for my DVD collection of Superman movies
Fantastic Four — same as Superman Returns. I'm collecting
Marvel Comic Movies too.

Batman Begins — See it again (cheap seats)

X-Men I, II, and III — See it again (cheap seats)

If you have comic book movies you want my long version review
of, just ask



Superman...

While I was heading to my eldest daughter’s place last
Saturday, I did a bit of shopping in the Toledo area. I was
looking for an animated Superman series on DVDs. I found them.
What got me started on this, was finding Superman DVDs in the
cheap section of some local stores. Anywhere from $1 to $8 for
4 stories. The animation was ok, but most of the story lines
were very good. Not at all like the Superfriends that were on
TV when I grew up. The producers of these shows seemed to put
a bit of thought behind each story. I was happy with the few
shows I had.

Then, I watch the complete Justice League on DVD. I'm fairly
certain I have all the episodes. And there were references to
things that happened in the Superman Series and maybe even
Batman. I just had to get them to find out what went on. I
tried looking to rent, but I figured out, I was just going to
have to buy them. Lucky for me there was a special that day. I
now own seasons 1 through 3. I watched Season 1 and will watch
the others soon. A very good way to pass the time.

Now I have to see if I want the complete Batman and Batman
Beyond series...

A Hero In All Of Us

Superhero teamups among characters of both DC and Marvel
universes are quite common. In the 70s-lates 80s there was the
“Superfriends.” More recently, a Justice League series was
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produced on Cartoon Network. Even crossovers between the rival
comic franchises have occurred. Superman and Spider-Man have
crossed paths in comic book form.

I just watched the new direct to DVD feature Justice League:
New Frontier. It told the tale of one of the first times
heroes such as the aforementioned Man of Steel, Batman, and
Wonder Woman collaborated with other crimefighters like Green
Lantern, Martian Manhunter, and the Flash.

What I appreciated most about the film is that it was set
during the 1950-60s when the silver age of comic books was
beginning. The costumes reflected the period (Superman’s crest
was a red “S” on a black background and Wonder Woman wore a
star-spangled skirt instead of the more familiar, without
sounding too blunt, briefs). Some of the themes revealed in
the movie also were indicative of the time: McCathyism, the Ku
Klux Klan, communism, and fear of alien invasion were all
issues portrayed.

I was also pleased with the role of the less familiar players.
The Flash particularly felt that he would never be able to
make as big a difference when put up alongside characters like
Superman. However, the fastest man alive contributes in a huge
way in combating the seemingly invincible force threatening to
destroy humanity.

If there is a flaw with New Frontier, it is the choice of
Jeremy Sisto to voice the Dark Knight. Each of the other
characters had voices that fit but there was something strange
about Batman’s. Also, something that has always bothered me
about the Justice League series: can Wonder Woman fly or not?
It would seem unnecessary for her to have an invisible jet (a
la the live-action series and “Superfriends”) if that were the
case. A friend also pointed out that when shapeshifter Jonn
Jonnz is knocked unconscious would he not revert to his
martian appearance? Discuss.
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10,000 B.C. - When Movies
Cost $3

Oh wait, that was tonight. Seriously. We saw 10,000 B.C. (a
new release, no less!) for $3 for 2 people! It was a 5:00
movie at matinee price, plus bring a guest for free night =
$3! Add in our popcorn and pop, and we spent less than $10
for a new movie at the theater, with popcorn and a drink!
Can’t beat that! If we didn’t live around the corner from the
theater, we would have spent more on the gas to get there -
more about gas prices in my next post, ugh.

We had heard that 10,000 B.C. was not a very good movie, but
the other choices were Spiderwick Chronicles (which we really
liked but have already seen) or Fool's Gold, which I have no
desire to see for some reason. 10,000 B.C. was exactly what
the previews showed — an adventure movie set way way back into
the past. I don’t know how accurate it is, but the computer
animation depicting early humans (though you forgot this fact
given that many of them spoke perfect English) hunting wooly
mammoths was pretty good, actually. In the movie, they also
used the mammoths as “work horses” to haul blocks to build
pyramids, which I didn’t know, if this 1is indeed fact..

interesting theory. Though they aren’t clear if these are the
Great Pyramids of Egypt, which I think were actually started
more likely around 3,000 B.C. or after.. but I'm no expert,
this movie did get me thinking and wanted to research a bunch
of stuff. It was neat to see everything interacting together,
the early humans and the dwellings they built, the animals,
the environment — a great way to envision the past, but it did
have me wondering how much is based on scientific fact, like I
said. I won’t go into the plot, mostly because I sheepishly
admit that I couldn’t follow it. I didn’t get my nap today,
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and I fell asleep during what were apparently a few pivotal
scenes in the movie. But, for $3, who cares? And don’'t think
that the movie is boring either. I have 3 kids and I’'m
pregnant, I get very tired and could probably fall asleep
anywhere without that daily nap I’'ve been so lucky to have
most days. And I did get to see The Dark Knight preview,
which was pretty cool. I’'m not a big fan of the Batman movies
— I've only seen 1 and 3, but this one looks really dark and
creepy. I think the whole Heath Ledger (R.I.P.) incident will
sell tickets, but the previews might do a little ticket-
selling themselves.. I can see why they say that role affected
him in such a negative way — he looked really scary.

So, if you like lots of fighting; epic battle movies set in
the past, or are just an admirer of CGI animation, check out
10,000 B.C. — especially if you can find it for $1.50 /
person!

Holy Bologna, Batman

Sometimes a movie franchise which begins on a promising note
can take a big leap downhill. One case would be the Batman
films began by Tim Burton in 1989. The original Batman was
dark, very atmospheric, close to the comics began in 1939. By
the time Batman and Robin was made, the movies were an all out
farce. In 2005, enough time had gone by to attempt a rebirth
of sorts with Batman Begins.

Batman and Robin ended the franchise for several reasons.
George Clooney did not a Batman make. He even considered the
performance terrible. Perhaps he wanted to be part of a sure-
fire money making movie series but upon reading the script
found himself in trouble.
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The villains were lame. Mr. Freeze was a carry over from the
60s television show and was a laughable character at best.
Arnold Schwarzenegger seems well cast in movies in which he
can deliver memorable catch phrases (Hasta la vista, baby;
I'lLLl be back; Chill out). That seems to what he does best in
any movie he is in to say nothing of his ability to govern the
richest, most populous state in the country.

Another great big flaw was in costume design. In some awful
anatomical promotion, a cod piece was added to the Bat-
costume. To add even more insult, nipples were added to the
chest area. These may not have been so noticable had it not

been necessary to blatantly display both in close up shots L
This must have been an attempt to promote the new and improved
Bat-suit. And who to blame for this... the director himself,
Joel Schumaker (who should take all the blame for this mess).

After the success of Batman Begins, one can hope that the
superhero will once again return to the movies in a good way.
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