
Felonious Dishonesty?
What do you think about this: a guy goes to the drive-up
window at his bank, and they accidentally give him $3350 that
was supposed to go to another customer.  He drives off.  He is
now facing felony theft charges.

I wanted to blog about this because I really disagree with
it.  Morally, it wasn’t right of the man to drive off with
money he knew did not belong to him.  Ethically, he should
have notified the teller of his or her mistake, and the teller
should have thanked him profusely.  But I believe that to
charge this guy with theft is wrong.  Sure, he took someone
else’s money, but it was a bad decision made in the heat of
the moment.  He saw a lot of money, it had been given to him,
and he made a mistake.  It was a bad decision, and a greedy
one at that, but deserving of a felony?  I think not.  If
convicted, this man will have a felony record.  He will have
trouble finding employment, and he will lose basic freedoms
that many people take for granted, such as owning a gun or
being able to vote.  I believe it to be a bit severe to slap
him with a felony record when his crime shows no premeditation
nor malice toward another.  For all he knew, he was given the
money and he might not have realized that his taking it would
have hurt anyone.  He did not hold up the bank, and order a
teller to give it to him or use a gun to get the money. 
Again, clearly the wrong thing to do morally, but were his
actions criminal?

What do you think?  Check as many answers as you’d like, and
feel free to add any thoughts or opinions you have in the
comments section.

[poll id=”20″]

If you would like to  read the article before voting in my
poll, below is a copy of the original article that was printed

https://www.tangents.org/current-events/felonious-dishonesty/
https://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=402490


on dailyherald.com.  Hmm, I see that his court date is only
days away.  I will post an update to this story if I come
across one.

A man who reportedly drove off after a bank teller mistakenly
gave him $3,350 that was supposed to go to another customer
now faces felony theft charges.

The teller at a drive-in window of Chase Bank, 2555 Golf
Road, Hoffman Estates, accidentally sent the cash to the
wrong customer and quickly told the recipient to come inside
the bank, said Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney Moe
Ahmad.

But the driver, whose name and address was known to the bank
because of his transaction, drove away, Ahmad said.

Hoffman Estates police arrested Luis Villarreal, a 26-year-
old stay-at-home father, Thursday in his home in the 600
block of Alcoa Lane in Hoffman Estates. Ahmad said police
found $2,920 in a diaper bag.

Cook County Associate Judge John J. Scotillo set Villarreal’s
bond at $25,000 and ordered him to appear at 9 a.m. Sept. 16
in room 108 of the Rolling Meadows Courthouse.

Classy.
Family brawl erupts at children’s pizza place
Deborah Donovan | Daily Herald Staff
Contact writer

CHICAGO:
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Arlington Heights police are investigating a “family ordeal
that got out of hand” Sunday night at the Chuck E. Cheese
restaurant, 955 W. Dundee Road.

According  to  Sgt.  Tom  Boggs,  a  family  was  apparently
celebrating the birthday of a young man in his early teens
when other members of the family showed up, and an argument
began.

“There  was  a  pushing  match  and  things  were  thrown,”  said
Boggs.

One person was taken to Northwest Community Hospital with a
cut below an eye and another person went to a clinic for a cut
on a hand.

“We tried to talk to everybody there last night,” Boggs said.
“It’s  hard  to  say  at  this  point  whether  there  will  be
charges.”

Boggs  said  he  believes  some  of  the  participants  had  been
drinking. He is not sure how many people were involved, but
officers talked with five or six Sunday night.

While the altercation created a mess in the restaurant, no
physical damage was done there, the sergeant said.

Boggs  said  the  people  involved  were  from  the  Northwest
suburbs.

The restaurant has pizza, arcade games, shows and other things
that appeal to young children.  A woman who answered the phone
Monday afternoon declined to comment on the record.



At  Least  She’s  (Physically)
OK
There’s really not much to say about the following article –
someone did something extremely stupid, and I thought I’d
share.  At least no one was seriously hurt…

CAR SET ABLAZE AFTER JOLIET WOMAN USED LIGHTER TO CHECK GAS
CAN LEVEL
By Lee Filas | Daily Herald Staff

A 27-year-old Joliet woman is suffering from second-degree
burns after using a lighter to check the fuel level in a gas
can she was filling while the can was resting inside her car.

Police officials said the woman drove into a 7-11 gas station
at 1609 E. Cass St. at about 10:30 p.m. Tuesday night and
climbed out of her car.

She then placed the gas can on the passenger seat of the
vehicle, pulled down the nozzle of the pump, and began filling
the can.

About halfway through, the woman ignited a lighter to shine
some light on the gas can, apparently to see how full the can
was, officials said.

The can ignited from the lighter’s flame and exploded, setting
the vehicle’s interior ablaze, officials said.

After the fire started, the woman pushed the car away from the
gas pumps to apparently ensure the fire didn’t spread to the
gas pumps itself.

Officials said, when police and fire officials arrived on the
scene, the car was located about 5-feet from the pumps and was
completely engulfed in flames.
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The  woman  was  transported  from  the  scene  to  Silver  Cross
Hospital in Joliet with nonlife threatening injuries to her
wrist and thigh, authorities said.

And is it any wonder why it doesn’t list the woman’s name?  I
can’t decide if it’s a nice thing that the press spared her
the humiliation or if they should have included her name so
the rest of society can watch out for her!  I don’t really
understand how someone could do something that dumb, and then
turn around and remember to push the car out of the way so it
didn’t ignite like the gas can!
Thank God there weren’t any kids in the car!

MISSING
I like to read the news stories on dailyherald.com  – probably
because they have much more interesting news than my local
newspaper.   But  hey,  that’s  not  a  complaint  since  more
interesting news = more crime to write about.  But I grew up
in the Chicago area, so when there are interesting stories on
dailyherald.com, I know where the town is they’re talking
about, which is another reason why I frequent the site. 
Today’s edition had an interesting (but sad) story:

Naperville police are desperately searching for a missing 12-
year-old child who allegedly took the keys to his family car
and left the home.

Cmdr. Dave Hoffman of the Naperville Police Department said
the child is 5-feet, 8-inches tall, about 140 pounds, has wavy
brown hair and brown eyes. He is believed to be wearing gray
cargo  pants  and  a  white  T-shirt  and  a  green  winter  Army
jacket.
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Hoffman said the boy allegedly took the keys sometime after 2
a.m., left his house, backed the vehicle out of the garage.

Hoffman added the boy also has a history of sleep walking, but
has no history of taking the family vehicle for rides when
sleep walking.

The vehicle missing is described as a light blue, 2008 Hyundai
Santa Fe with an Illinois registration number of A744198.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to
call the Naperville Police Department through 9-1-1 of or
contact your local law enforcement agency.

Hopefully this kid is going to be alright.  Does a 12-year-old
know how to drive, especially in his sleep?  At that age, it’s
quite possible that he decided to run away also, but he does
have a history of sleepwalking.  The article fails to mention
how  they  KNOW  he  took  the  keys  and  left  –  was  there  a
witness?  I know where Naperville is; in fact, I used to live
there.  It’s a nice town, but it’s a dangerous world.  I am
hoping they find this kid safe and sound.  It’s a sad story,
but let’s hope there’s a happy ending.  I know some of you
loyal readers know people who sleepwalk and have interesting
tales – let’s hear them!

*UPDATE*  –  The  kid  was  found  safe  and  sound  at  O’Hare
airport.  Apparently he was not sleepwalking but was trying to
run  away.   How  a  12-year-old  was  able  to  navigate  the
expressways to get to O’Hare I don’t know – but thank goodness
he is safe.



Sleep With The Angels
The title of this blog post is based on a book called To Sleep
With the Angels, which details the horrible tragedy of the Our
Lady of Angels school fire in Chicago, Illinois.  Ninety-two
children and three nuns perished on December 1, 1958 – 50
years ago tomorrow.  The incident became the precedent and the
inspiration  for  sweeping  changes  in  laws  and  regulations
regarding fire safety; such as the installment of sprinkler
systems  in  public  buildings,  automatic  fire  alarms,  smoke
detectors, fire drills, and the end of grandfather clauses
which eliminated older buildings from having to comply to fire
regulations.  Our Lady of the Angels had undergone a fire
inspection just a few weeks before the fire, but because it
was an older building, it did not have to comply to all the
fire codes because of grandfather clauses.  I came across this
website about the tragedy, and it’s full of fascinating info
related to the inferno – photos, news articles, maps, models,
survivor  lists  and  stories,  and  more.   Here  is  a  little
excerpt from the website olafire.com about the cause of the
fire:

Was It Arson?
Although the cause has never been officially determined, all indications point to
arson. A boy (age 10 at the time, and a fifth grader in room 206) later confessed
to setting the blaze, but subsequently recanted his confession. He was more afraid
of confessing to his mother and step-father than to the police.The boy confessed
to  setting  numerous  other  fires  in  the  neighborhood,  mostly  in  apartment
buildings. In his confession, he related details of the fire’s origin that had not
been made public and that he should therefore not have known. While there was
strong evidence that he was indeed the culprit, neither he nor anyone else was
ever prosecuted, at least in part because the catholic judge in the case felt he
should protect the Church.Officially, the cause of the fire remains unknown.

I’m curious if the boy who confessed is listed in the survivor
lists.  Somewhere else I read that another reason the judge
didn’t convict the boy is because it would have meant a sure
death sentence for him.  One thing remains true – this was a
tragedy of great proportion, and the damage is still being
felt  by  those  who  witnessed  the  atrocity  and  those
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who survived and their families.  This is evident when you
read some of the survivors’ stories on the website listed
above.  Many of them have not spoken much about that day, and
it seems that almost all of them remember it like it was
yesterday.  My husband and I both grew up in the Chicago area,
and we agree that most people we knew were associated with the
tragedy in one way or another – whether they witnessed it,
survived it, or watched it unfold on television.  It’s been 50
long years, and there are still raw wounds.  It was agreed
upon by all those that knew Michele McBride, a survivor of the
Our Lady of Angels fire, that she died of her wounds sustained
in  the  fire,  and  that  was  as  recent  as  2001.   From
olafire.com:

Michele was burned over 60% of her body and hospitalized for
four and a half months. She underwent numerous operations
which continued for years afterwards. The fire that ravaged
her  body  left  her  in  continuous,  lifelong  pain.  Her  pain
finally ended in July 2001 when she died of multiple organ
failure, no doubt a result of damage inflicted by fire so many
years before. In 1979 Michele wrote a book (“The Fire That
Will Not Die”) about her experience the day of the fire, and
her life thereafter. Michele’s sister, Dae Hanna: “Michele
died  on  July  4th  2001,  from  long  term  physical  problems
suffered from the fire many years ago. May she rest in peace.
She never had a day without pain in her legs and joints. May
she rest in peace. She disagreed vehemently with many of the
theories in the ‘To sleep with the angels book’. Her book THE
FIRE THAT WILL NOT DIE was certainly well titled, and the only
first hand account of that day. May she rest in peace.”

I was reminded of the 50th anniversary of the Our Lady of
Angels  school  fire  by  an  article  in  the  dailyherald.com,
prompting me to do some research into the tragedy and to share
with others the olafire.com website which contains so much
helpful information.  My thoughts and prayers are with all of
the families involved in this horrible chapter of Chicago’s



history.

OOPSIE!
 

What NOT to do after getting pulled over:
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Cops:  Niles  Man  Backs  Over  Squad
Car After Getting Ticketed
Illinois: Police puzzled over driver who drove up and over a
squad car.

A man who had been pulled over and ticketed by police ran
backward up and onto a Buffalo Grove squad car Friday morning,
apparently in his haste to drive off.

Henry Raskin, 70, of Niles had been pulled over by a Buffalo
Grove officer on the 400 block of Dundee Road around 11:30
a.m. Friday for driving 58 mph in a 35 mph zone, Sgt. Scott
Kristiansen said.

The officer wrote the ticket and returned to the car, and
Raskin  got  ready  to  drive  away.  Except  he  went  flying
backward.

“(He) apparently was going to pull away at a high rate of
speed, but the only problem was that he was in reverse,”
Kristiansen said.

He said Raskin was not happy about getting a ticket. He said
police  are  reviewing  the  squad  car  videotape  to  see  what
Raskin might also be charged with.

Raskin was taken to Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington
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Heights as a precaution.

Kristiansen said police don’t believe Raskin has any medical
conditions that could have led to the crash. Raskin’s age also
didn’t seem to play a factor, he said.

The  officer,  a  20-year  veteran  of  the  Buffalo  Grove
department,  was  not  injured,  but  his  car  will  be  out  of
service for a while.

“He ended up with the left rear wheel of the car coming
through  his  windshield,  about  6  inches  from  his  face,”
Kristiansen said. “Luckily, he was not injured.”

The squad car suffered significant damage to the front end,
including the windshield and the hood.

Kristiansen said the police investigation so far shows the
officer initiated the traffic stop properly. He said officers
are trained to treat every stop as if it isn’t a routine
procedure so that they are aware when unexpected circumstances
like this one take place.

“The officer stopped the car properly and positioned himself
properly,” he said.

From the dailyherald.com


