
Hollywood Musicals
The big film style from the 40’s, 50’s and even into the early
60’s  was  the  Musical.  Just  did  some  background  checks  on
Musicals in Film history.

In the 2000’s only one musical won best picture (Chicago 2002)
In the 1990’s there were no musicals winning best picture, If
you count Disney’s Beauty and the Beast only 1 musical was
nominated.
In the 1980’s none and I didn’t see any nominated
In the 1970’s none, I counted 3 nominations.
In the 1960’s there was West Side Story (1961), My Fair Lady
(1964), The Sound of Music (1965), and Oliver! (1968) with
many others nominated
In the 1950’s there was An American in Paris (1951), Gigi
(1958) and again many others nominated
In the 1940’s Going my Way (1944) again there were many more
nominated.

Now I realize that Academy awards are not a good indication of
all the films made, it makes some logical sense to me that if
more  musicals  are  being  made  more  will  end  up  in  the
nomination process. That is just everyday statistics. So, I’m
wondering, What happened to the musical? I may have to explore
this when I have more time. The other question is, why do
local community theaters always have to put on a musical?
Never mind on that last question, there isn’t a budget for big
special effects and action movies, I mean plays.

Post Script…
Fascinating sidebar for me. I started thinking of musicals was
when I was discussing Fred Astaire with one of my daughters. I
made the comment on how he made all of his dance partners look
good, even the inanimate ones.
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Interesting evening
Last night I went to a show, live stage production that is.
The  show  has  already  been  mentioned  in  one  of  the  other
Tangent blogs, but I have a little different take on the whole
thing. I happen to like “The Music Man”. I liked the movie
version, and I’ve liked most of the stage productions I’ve
seen. There have only been a couple, but that is because they
tried doing too much with too little. You need to have a large
cast for this, including children. While you don’t need a
whole town, you do need enough on stage to let the audience
believe there is a whole town.

It is a light hearted musical to be sure, most late 1950’s to
early 1960’s American musicals were light hearted. It was the
mood of the country.

I’m not sure why I enjoy this show so much. Could it be I
remember my father singing 76 Trombones when I was younger?
Could it be that I enjoyed teasing my sister about her only
career choice (Marian the Librarian)? Did I have a subliminal
desire to be in a boys’ band?– Nah.. I really don’t know.
Maybe it is because they didn’t play this on the TV as often
as they did “The Sound of Music”? It could also be that since
I am a big Beatles fan, having hear “Till there was you” in
“The Music Man” just made the show more interesting.

Anyway to this day, I enjoy a well performed version of “The
Music Man”, and Saturday’s performance was one of the best
I’ve seen live. Believable actors, good chemistry, nice set
design made this show flow. I’ll point you to the other blog
for a more in depth review, I don’t need to waste my words,
when something is already written. The only thing I disagree
on is I like the show, he doesn’t. I would like to add that I
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really enjoyed the young actress who played Marian. It could
be some hometown bias here, but I really enjoy watching her on
stage.

Lights, Let there be lights
I’m running the light board for our community theater’s up
coming performance. It has been a challenge to get the stage
lit just right. First when we were setting it up 2 spots were
burned out, and we didn’t have any replacement bulbs. Now
these aren’t bulbs you can go down to your local hardware
store and pick up, no they have to be ordered. I’m not even
sure where to order one of them. I’ve never seen its kind
before.

Anyway, we are getting it together, but there is still a spot
on stage that I can only call cold. It just seems a little
darker than the rest of the stage. I’m trying to figure out if
a bit of color in that area would help, but I’m not sure at
this point. I guess I’ll have to go back early tomorrow and
check again. Oh well.

The show went much better tonight. Pace was very good, and the
lines were almost there. The songs, well they sounded good to
me. I’m no singer, and I’m no judge of singing. I can’t tell a
flat from a sharp, a good note from a bad, except when I see
the face of the singer cringe. There was no cringing tonight,
so it must have been good.

It is absolutely amazing how a show comes together so quickly.
The are worked on for weeks, and that final week of rehearsals
you can really see the shows start to jell. A lot more fun
watching from the outside. I know from experience, it isn’t as
much fun for the actors, until everything falls into place.
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Here’s to more place falling tomorrow.

Walking With Dinosaurs
In case you haven’t heard of it, Walking With Dinosaurs is a
traveling show that is based on the BBC documentary of the
same name.  It is in Fort Wayne, Indiana this week, which
isn’t too far from us.  They’ve been advertising it heavily,
and I’ve been meaning to check out ticket info, but I kept
forgetting.  Thanks to our local paper who ran a story about
it the other day, I was reminded about it just in time!  Seems
the tickets are QUITE costly!  However, my computer-savvy
husband went online and found a discount that saved us SO much
money on tickets, but only if we went opening night…  So, we
dragged all the kids to Fort Wayne to see some dinosaurs on a
school night.  Let me say, it was SOOO worth it!

It’s been a really long time since I was really excited about
something  that  actually  ended  up  measuring  up  to  my
expectations.  I was really excited about this show; I thought
it would be a good show, but I will say that it EXCEEDED my
expectations!  Not only was it visually stunning, It was a
perfect  show  for  the  whole  family.   There  were  lifelike
dinosaurs engaging in battles, flying, and scavenging…  what’s
not to like?!?  We have kids of all ages and bravery levels,
and they were all entertained.  Our 8-year-old and our 4-year-
old did get a little nervous in the beginning, but their fear
quickly  turned  to  excitement  and  awe  once  the  dinosaurs
started appearing.  Our 19-month-old LOVED everything about
the show.  She is getting to the age where it’s hard for her
to  sit  still,  especially  now  that  she  can  walk,  but  she
watched every moment of this show, and clapped and laughed so
hard that I was even distracted from the dinosaurs at times by
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my daughter’s cuteness.  I wasn’t distracted too much though,
cuz the dinosaurs were totally AWESOME!  They were life-size
and SO realistic looking, it was amazing.  Our seats were
great too – best in the house, front row center.  These
dinosaurs were even better looking than the ones in the movie
Jurassic  Park!   Walking  With  Dinosaurs  operates  on  a  $20
million dollar budget, and it shows!

I  would  venture  to  say  that  this  is  probably  the  best
professional live show I have ever seen, and that includes
musicals from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
The Phantom of the Opera, Camelot, and Les Miserables to other
shows like Monsters Inc. on Ice, Dragon Tales Live, and dinner
shows like Medieval Times, Arabian Nights, and Pirates Dinner
Adventure in Orlando, Florida.  This was fun for the whole
family; probably even most fun for my husband and I!  If the
tickets weren’t so pricey, I would definitely go back and see
the show again – even with the $20-30 it cost in gas money
alone.  My 4-year-old suffered from what I call “fundown”
after the show – a feeling of disappointment when an event is
over that is so intense for kids, they usually cry or throw
tantrums.  But I can’t say I blame her.  When I realized the
show was ending, I had my own “fundown” when I realized there
weren’t going to be any more dinosaurs!

Totally awesome show – wait, that’s not even the right word. 
It was more of an experience than a show.  Even better than
the  dinosaur-themed  rides  at  Disney  World  and  Universal
Studios.  As we were leaving the coliseum, the rest of the
audience seemed very pleased as well.  Everyone was smiling
and jabbering about the dinosaurs a mile a minute.  They also
had one actor – who was upstaged by the dinosaurs, of course!
– and some other props and effects in the show that made it
totally awesome.  Also pretty impressive were the rows upon
rows of trailers parked outside that carry the dinosaurs from
venue to venue.  I knew it would take a few semis to cart
around all those dinosaurs, but there were probably at least
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25 semis parked out there!  It is understandable that all
these lifesize dinosaurs would create such an entourage, since
the Brachiosaurus alone was 36 feet tall and 56 feet from nose
to tail.

If this live show experience is going to be anywhere near your
hometown, I highly recommend that you do your best to get
tickets.  It is a perfect show for the young and old, dinosaur
fans,  skeptics,  or  even  those  who  are  indifferent  to  the
world’s  history;  I  don’t  see  how  anyone  could  NOT  enjoy
Walking With Dinosaurs!


