
Names and Ties
Another week, another post.  As one of you mentioned in a
previous post of mine, this blog lets my friends know about my
life even if I don’t post often so I guess any danger of this
blog  closing  has  vanished  as  it  is  a  really  good  point.
Anyway, I finally finished the DVD I was working on for my
cabin last Saturday- well, mostly.  There is still one I am
trying to fix because the DVD player I tried it in kept
glitching at the menu, even after I changed the video and
readded it.  Yes, each camper got a DVD with a customized
menu- an animation of themselves done with Corel’s Painter 4
Essentials.  With it, you can turn a photo into something that
looks like a painting.  Oddly enough, though it goes through
an animated process “painting” the picture, you can’t save the
animation.  Luckily though I still had Camstudio installed
from when admin was trying to save a video when JibJab was a
bit slow in allowing his paid download last year.  It did the
job perfectly.

Since then, I have been busy or just plain tired.  Mondays are
back to having no time to post, and I have been getting up
early every day this week, today included, so I have just not
felt like posting.  Today however I had an incident that
couldn’t wait for a post.  Actually, it’s the latest in things
that have been going through my mind as a post for awhile
about names and relations.  About names, a couple of recent
namesakes have run across my life either personally or in the
news.  One of them is the CINO (if you are familiar with the
political  term  RINO  you  will  understand  this  abbreviation
considering his recent interview with the local paper) named
Milton Bradley.  I wonder, is that his real name?  I know many
entertainers have stage names, but I don’t really know if that
applies to sports figures.  If the name is real, how did kids
treat him growing up?  Milton Bradley of course was once a big
gaming company in case anyone reading this has forgotten. 
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It’s not a big name anymore of course having been absorbed by
the gaming behemoth Hasbro, but still when the ball player
Milton was growing up I’m sure the company was still known.

On the same topic I met a student teacher the other day when
subbing at a middle school.  His namesake was a  famous
inventor every child in school learns, so I am sure he must
have  been  teased  mercilessly.   His  name?  Tom  Edison.  
Undoubtedly he is still asked by kids about it, and will be
for some time considering his chosen profession.  I can attest
to this considering my own last name is a common word if not a
namesake  (though  kids  did  once  ask  if  I’m  related  to  a
character on TV with the same last name- yes, a character- not
an actor � ) and I get asked about it all. the. time.

Before I move on to today, I should start a bit earlier.  Kids
aren’t  the  only  ones  who  ask  about  relations  when  they
encounter  a  name.   When  I  encounter  a  child  with  a
particularly famous last name I sometimes ask about it.  Of
course, most either have no idea who I’m talking about or just
say no, they aren’t related.  Well they are, as we are all
related to the first man and woman known as Adam and Eve, and
later Noah since he and his family were the only survivors of
the  great  flood.   They  are  related,  but  many  generations
removed of course.  However, one time when I was student
teaching myself, I came across a girl with the last name of
Fogerty and of course had to ask about John Fogerty.  Instead
of the expected response she said that yes, he was her uncle. 
Pretty old for her uncle I would have to say, but maybe she
meant great-uncle.  I clarified since John Fogerty could still
be a common name and not in fact refer to the former CCR
member, but she maintained that he was her uncle.  Well, I
suppose someone has to say yes to this question.

Today’s encounter started with a guided reading group.  We
were discussing a book where a shy boy had a talent for
playing the piano.  He started out telling no one, even his
friends, about this talent but ended up overcoming nervousness



and performing in front of the school in a talent show.  We
talked about performing and of course I shared that I acted. 
The kids’ eyes really lit up at this, and I mean really.  When
I said this they assumed I meant I acted on TV.  I have never
met this kind of fixed attention before when I brought up
acting, but it turns out they had a reason for linking acting
with television.  Their teacher is the mother of an actor who
plays a major role in Smallville, and even came to visit last
year.  I probably shouldn’t say which one, but his last name
is not the same as his mother’s, so I might if prodded.  I
looked up his bio at a few sites and there’s no mention of his
mother’s name so it may not even take much prodding…

EDIT:  I  guess  I  should  have  looked  up  Milton  Bradley  on
Wikipedia before I asked my question, as it has this to say
about the baseball player:

Bradley is named after his father, Milton Bradley, Sr., who
filled out the birth certificate form without his wife’s
permission. As Milton’s mother says of his father, “He wanted

a Junior, and made damn sure he got one.”[1] Junior, who
shares a name with a popular board game pioneer, has always
been teased about his name, but has never changed it because

the memories it evokes “only drive him harder”.[1]

I know you…
A date with the familiar happens all the time, déjà vu and all
that.  I think we can all think of more than a few times that
has happened.  Today I was in 6th grade science, a field which
has sort of been a goal of mine for teaching.  As part of the
lesson plan, another teacher would come in for two of the
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classes and pretty much take over.  This being a good thing of
course as I don’t have much experience with the applications
they were using on a computer project (iMovie, iPhoto, Photo
Booth), nor did I even know anything about the project. 
Anyway, I looked at her name and thought to myself, “isn’t
she…?”  When it came time for the first of the two periods we
got to talking and sure enough, she was the sub-caller for
another  district  I  once  worked  in.   Apparently  she  got
downsized  last  year  when  the  district  went  to  a  computer
system (hmm. looks like I can sign up in that district again
if I have to keep working as a sub…) and so she got a job in
the district I was in today.

But this wouldn’t make for a good blog entry if she was the
only one.  During one of the classes I was handing out new
textbooks and I came across a familiar last name, so I asked
the student if his dad worked at another school I sub in. 
Yep.  I told him I subbed for his dad a couple of times. 
Well,  then  a  third  coincidence  happened.   Well,  possible
coincidence.  I was afraid to ask this time and push the
odds.  She had the last name of someone I went to school with
when I was in 6th grade.  Now this has happened to me before,
one at a time anyway, in other schools- which is only natural
given the fact that I grew up in this same area.  I have met
my share students whose moms or dads I went to school with or
whose parent I’ve seen elsewhere, like a professor at a local
college.

Slightly related to this I just remembered I had one student
with the last name of Fogerty one time.  I joked about her
being related to John Fogerty, of Creedence Clearwater Revival
fame if you don’t know him, and she said he was her uncle. 
She was serious too; either that or a good actress.  Anyway, I
wonder who I will meet tomorrow?
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