
A day was remembered
and celebrated in my heart.

A  7th  birthday  came  and  went  without  you  being  here  to
celebrate it with us. We have spread apart a bit this little
family of ours. 3 not much more than an hour away, one more
than 18 hours away (at least by car). And I know you were
missed.

On your birthday, I had to take your dog to the vet. He needed
some care, and would be in observation for two days. I had
taken him in for a checkup the week before, making sure all of
his shots were up to date. He was scheduled for a couple of
days in a puppy vacation. I had scheduled time with some
friends and he would have been in good hands. But then I got
the news he needed some medical care. I was at a in a bit of a
quandary. Should I go on my trip while he was at the vets, or
take that time to be around for him.

Unless the unfortunate happened, I would not be seeing the
little  guy  for  two  days.  Unlike  hospitals,  there  are  no
visiting hours at the vets office. My being around would not
help him at all, so I decided (with a bit of a heavy heart) to
go on my trip. I’m glad I did.

On your birthday, I went to the Cincinnati Zoo with some
friends. Unfortunately, you never knew them, and they never
knew you. I think you would have liked them. It was a good
day.

As I wandered around the zoo, I did wonder about the changes
that were made. Some of the exhibits were exactly like I
remembered them. Others seemed very new to me. Since this was
not a zoo we visited often, I imagine most things were new. It
has been a few years since my last trip there. We were still
pushing a stroller or two around the last time. I’m sure the
manatees were not there on our last visit. I seem to remember
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more elephants, but I could be thinking of another zoo. I
think you would have remembered that. A couple of red pandas
(one of your favorite animals) were doing what they do best,
sleeping in trees. Just like almost every other time we saw
them.

We did spend a full day at the zoo, but like all of our trips,
we never seemed to have time for the entire zoo. Extra time
spent at this animal, or another seemed to slow down the pace.
But then again, what sort of pace should there be at a zoo. If
we can’t take the time to learn, observe and wonder about
animals we share this planet with, why would we care if the
places they live are there in the future. That was the lesson
we tried to teach our children, so that they could teach
theirs.

Again, it was a day well spent, but I wish you could have been
there. Miss you still.

27 years ago today….
Apparently not much happened. I checked on various places that
google found and the only reference for that date was that
tennis  star  Arthur  Ashe  had  bypass  surgery.  I  found  that
Summer Solstice occurred at around 7:00pm Eastern Daylight
Savings time. But then I knew that. I’ve known that time for
most of these 27 years.

At almost exactly Summer Solstice in the year 1983, I proposed
to my future wife. Later on she wondered why I picked that
day. It was VERY early in our relationship, and it could have
been assumed that this could cause problems. I stated as an
absolute fact that the stars were aligned properly. My lovely
wife knew, even at that point in our relationship, that I did
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not mean astrology. I was never a believer in horoscopes of
any kind. She looked up what I meant, and found the time of
the Solstice.

The timing was a complete coincidence, but it did help me
remember  that  date.  It  was  one  anniversary  that  I  could
surprise her with. I always remembered to get her a little
something special on the first day of Summer.

I remember that day even now. There are many important days
that I tend to forget, but this will never be one of them. 27
years and counting. I remember that first day of Summer in
1983…


