
9/11/01
We all know what that date represents.  Well, most of us do. 
As  I  mentioned  a  couple  of  posts  ago  I  worked  will  ELL
students today.  One student actually didn’t know about what
happened seven years ago as he just came to this country less
than a year ago.  I suspect there were others as well. 
Needless to say, he had a little trouble answering the journal
question, “What happened on September 11, 2001?”

Believe it or not, I have been subbing for a few years but
this is the first year that the school I was at had a big
thing going for September 11.  The morning started with the
entire school crowding around the flagpole.  No, it wasn’t a
“see you at the pole” event, though I would wish it would get
these kinds of crowds.  If more kids were followers of Jesus
there would be so much less trouble at our schools.  Back to
the topic, the principal called out everyone to observe the
all-too-recent holiday remembering what happened those seven
years ago.  There was the flag raising of course, a speech by
the principal, and some students read poems they wrote.  The
principal made himself heard, but they really needed some
amplification for the kids- I wasn’t able to understand, or in
some cases even hear a single poem.

After that, everyone went in and first period started (late). 
The  9/11  theme  continued  with  the  aforementioned  journal
question, and then we saw an interactive CDROM.  Apparently
the  Chicago  Tribune  gave  away  these  CDs  back  in  2002
commemorating the one-year anniversary.  It provided archival
footage of ten days of the Tribune headlines following the
destruction with some commentary and a Flash intro to start. 
I was hoping to provide a download link for this, but I guess
after six years it’s either off the map or I didn’t look hard
enough.   Actually,  I  did  find  a  torrent  (peer-to-peer
download) with the title (When Evil Struck America) but there
didn’t  appear  to  be  any  seeds,  meaning  it  couldn’t  be

https://www.tangents.org/school/91101/


downloaded.  I’ll check Usenet in a bit, but I’m not holding
my breath.  To the students’ credit, they really were engaged
and asking questions.  A few periods later I was helping in
the 7th grade social studies classroom, and the teacher did
his own presentation on 9/11.  He chose some really thought-
provoking  pictures,  including  one  building  closeup  where
people could be seen to the side falling because they had
jumped from the towers, perhaps hoping for a better outcome
than death by fire or smoke inhalation.

These were the only periods I had dealing with this topic, but
it seemed like half the day.  The rest of the day had typical
lessons.  I either taught, helped out, or led a review.  I
could say more on that, but I think I will leave this post
focusing more on 9/11.  Until tomorrow.

EDIT:  I may not be able to give you the Tribune CD, but the
History Channel has it’s own interactive media: 102 Minutes
that Changed America

(Not my picture.  For more pictures like this, CLICK HERE)

Resurrection Day is coming!
I say Resurrection Day because the word Easter is used in
reference  to  the  spring  celebration  with  eggs  and  easter
bunnies.  Resurrection Day rather refers to the holiday we
Christians celebrate at the same time, the resurrection of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.  He was murdered on a cross by a reluctant
Pilate  at  the  insistence  of  the  Jewish  leaders  who  were
blinded and could not see that He really was the Messiah they
were waiting for as He came in humility rather than in power,
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to teach rather than to conquer.  There will come a day of
course when He does finally come to destroy the ones who
reject him and build a new Heaven and Earth for Him and His
people, but for now we wait and celebrate what He has done so
far in offering a way out of the darkness we call sin.  That
He was resurrected shows all that He has victory even over
death,  what  many  think  of  as  the  final  conclusion  to
ourselves.

First of course we must remember His death- His unfair trial,
His suffering, and his being nailed to a cross in the most
brutal form of execution know in those days.  Good Friday, as
it is known except by school districts that now refer to it as
a “non-attendance” day, is the day we remember this horrible
death.  I of course have the bonus of it being a day-without-
pay so I can really feel the suffering. �  Kidding of course,
but  it  is  a  serious  day.   Our  church  is  actually  doing
something a little bit different this year.  We are still
called to attend wearing black, but instead of a drama (I was
in it 7 out of the last 8 years!) and a message it is
apparently an open-ended service where we can come at any time
within a 5-hour window.  More on this after Friday as I really
don’t know anything more about it.

We are preparing for Easter with the choir and it is coming
along nicely.  Of course tonight we will probably have a train
wreck as we’re told to sing from memory- no sheet music for us
when we’re up there!  Of course the train wreck will be
followed  by  further  improvements  as  we  improve  in  our
confidence of the music and, just as important, will actually
be looking at the choir director instead of the music! �  And
once it’s over, a week of (unpaid) rest follows…


